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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MANILA 14542 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM, RP 

SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS: ERLINDA TARUC CO TEMPORARILY 
RELEASED 

1 . SISTER OF ERLINDA TARUC CO, DETAINEE AT BICUTAN, TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT ERLINDA WAS TEMPORARILY RELEASED AUGUST 14 
FOR ONE MONTH. SHE MUST RETURN TO DETENTION (NOT SIMPLY 
REPORT IN) AT THE END OF HER "VACATION." SISTER SAID HER 
RELEASE WAS ARRANGED BY HER UNCLE, IBP ASSEMBLYMAN LUIS 
TARUC, ON A PERSONAL BASIS AND NOT ON HUMANITARIAN 
GROUNDS (LAW REPORTEDLY FORBIDS SIMULTANEOUS DETENTION OF 
HUSBAND AND WIFE). HUSBAND LEONCIO CO IS ALSO A DETAINEE 

AT BICUTAN AND HAS NOT BEEN RELEASED. 

2. BOTH LEONCIO AND ERLINDA CO ARE CHARGED WITH MEMBER- 
SHIP IN A SUBVERSIVE ORGANIZATION. GOP LISTS THEM BOTH 

AS CURRENTLY "ON TRIAL." LEONCIO WAS ARRESTED ON MARCH 4, 
1970; ERLINDA ON JANUARY 14, 1976. BOTH HAVE ALLEGED THEY 
WERE TORTURED. THEY HAVE TWO CHILDREN. MURPHY 
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